President Mas’ud Barzani

Kurdistan Regional Government

Erbil

Iraq

Your Excellency
In February 2000, Walid Yunis Ahmad attended a meeting of the Islamic Movement in Kurdistan. Afterwards he was given a lift in a car, which was stopped and searched by police. The police allegedly found explosives and arrested him and the driver, even though Walid Yunis Ahmad denied any knowledge of the explosive material.  

The driver was released three months later, but the fate of Walid Yunis Ahmad remained unknown and the authorities denied having any information about him. However, after three years his family was notified by the International Committee of the Red Cross that he was still alive and in detention. 

The family the visited him in the Asayish building in Erbil, and Walid Yunis Ahmad alleged that he was tortured and had witnessed other detainees being tortured, and that he went on hunger strike.
On the 10th of March 2009, the Kurdistan Regional Government’s human rights minister informed Amnesty International that in 2000 there had been “no law” to deal with the case but that the Asayish remain unwilling to release him because they consider him a “dangerous man”.

I am deeply concerned about the continued detention of Walid Yunis Ahmad. Consequently, I strongly call for him to be released immediately unless he is charged with a recognizably criminal offence and given a fair trial.

In addition, I call for the allegations of torture to be investigated and those responsible brought to justice.
Yours sincerely
