Ramesh Chand Thakuri

Inspector General of Police

Police Headquarters

GPO Box 407

Naxal, Kathmandu

Nepal

Dear Inspector General

Rita Mahato Chamar, a health adviser at the Women’s Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC) in Siraha district, has received threats of death, rape and kidnapping as a result of her work. 

Her work involves documenting cases of violence against women. She registers cases with the police, provides evidence and gives legal and medical support to women.  As a result of her work, she has come under attack from her community and she continues to receive threats and suffer discrimination in her community.

In June 2007, a large group of men arrived at the WOREC offices. They threatened Rita Mahato Chamar and other staff with rape and death and insisted that they leave the village within five days. The same month, around 20 people threw bricks at WOREC staff and offices. The incidents were reported to the police and a request for protection was made.

I most strongly urge the Nepalese authorities to implement all possible measures to ensure the safety of women human rights defenders like Rita Mahato Chamar to carry out their work without fear of reprisals.

Police have failed to take any action on the incidents at WOREC in June 2007. Therefore, I demand a thorough, prompt and impartial investigation into threats against Rita Mahato Chamar and the attacks on the staff at WOREC.

Finally, I call for the development of a national plan of action to implement the UN Declaration of Human Rights Defenders.

Yours sincerely

